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INTERVIEW WITIH
PATRIC CHIHA

.......................................................................................................................

Where did the idea to adapt Henry James's
novella The Beast in the Jungle come from?

Deep down, what the film is telling us is that
May and John, the two protagonists, seem youalways miss out on something. Our hopes
driven by a mysterious force that escapes are neverreally rewarded.
them. What is the force that compels them to
miss out on their lives?
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May, the heroine, allows herself to get caught

up in John's delirium. There's the scene where

he takes her arm, rather bossily, and asks her

to follow him, which she does without much

resistance.
The beautiful thing in the film is the dialectic
between May, full of vitality and movement,
and John, who is a block of immobility,
including in his outfits, which never change.

When you were writing the script, did you

wonder how to help audiences relate to

these two antiheroes, how to lead these two

"losers” toward a kind of tragic grandeur?
How did you approach the character of John
with Tom Mercier?

In contrast, Anais Demoustier's character is
much more expressive.
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Watching the movie brought to mind
silent films, where performances are often
exaggerated, where things are primarily
expressed by expressions and postures. | feel
that your film is in the lineage of some Pabst
films, like Pandora's Box.

In silent movies, everything also seems to
be another world, a dream, and that was the
feeling | got watching your movie.

It turns out, you're looking for truth in artifice.
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The idea of transposing James's story into a  The beautiful part is that the nightclub has a
nightclub was there from the beginning? life of its own that is independent of the story
and the characters that pass through.

The celebrations and disenchantment that

follow exhilaration seem to be a metaphor for

life itself.
Thanks to the nightclub, some of Henry
James's slightly abstract characters come to
life in very concrete actions, such as dancing
and music.
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The nightclub also tells the story of Time,
through evolving musical trends and changing
fashions.

Physically even, they are no longer among
the dancers, but on the balcony, having
become the spectators you described in your
experience at Berghain.

You said at the start of the interview that
James's novella was also relevant to the
cinema...

At the end of the first part, when the AIDS
epidemic empties the club, a new generation
arrives and the film takes a new turn, changes
rhythm, and reinvents itself in a time that
coils around itself.
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CAST

May

John

The Physionomist
Pierre

Alice

Mr Pee

Céline

Yacine

Friend of May 1
Friend of May 2
Pablo as a child
Pablo adult

May 15 years old
John 15 years old

Anais Demoustier
Tom Mercier
Béatrice Dalle
Martin Vischer
Sophie Demeyer
Pedro Cabanas

Mara Taquin

Bachir Tlili
Maximilien Delmelle
Harpo Guit

Melrose Landa-Nzinga
Joél Bunganga
Madelief Graux

Nel Rivart

CREW

Script
Cinematography
Editing

Sound

Sound editing and mixing
Original music

Set Design

Costumes

Makeup

Hairdressing
Choreographies

First Assistant Director
Script

Production manager
Produced by

Co-produced by

Patric Chiha, Axelle Ropert, Jihane Chouaib

Céline Bozon AFC

Karina Ressler AEA, Julien Lacheray
Atanas Tcholakov

Mikaél Barre

Yelli Yelli & Florent Charissoux, Dino Spiluttini

Eve Martin

Claire Dubien

Lila Vander Elst

Paul-Francois Matraja

Lorenzo de Angelis

Christele Agnello

Morgane Aubert-Bourdon
Sébastien Lépinay

Aurora Films (France)

Charlotte Vincent, Katia Khazak
Frakas Productions (Belgique)
Jean-Yves Roubin, Cassandre Warnauts
WILDart FILM (Autriche)

Ebba Sinzinger, Vincent Lucassen
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ANAIS DEMOUSTIER

The Beast in the jungle
Daaaaaali!

Le Temps d'aimer

Coma

Smoking Causes Coughing
November

Incredible But True

Anais in Love

The Love Letter

Gloria Mundi

The Unsophisticated Lady
Alice and the Mayor

The Girl with a Bracelet
Jealous

Keep an Eye Out

Father and Sons

Through the Fire

Cornelius, The Howling Miller

Tomorrow and Thereafter
The House by the Sea
Sophie's Misfortunes
Demons

Caprices

All About Them

Marguerite et Julien

Wolfy, the Incredible Secret
Paris Follies

Ariane's Thread

Situation amoureuse : c'est compliqué
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............................................................................................

The New Girlfriend
Bird people

Quai d'Orsay

Thérése Desqueyroux
La joie de vivre
Fracture

George et Fanchette

Snows of Kilimanjaro

The Last Winter

Elles

Sweet Evil

Living on Love Alone

Dear Prudence
Sois sage
Grown Ups

Elsewhere
Hellphone

Give Me Your Hand
Le prix a payer

The Beautiful Person
L'année suivante
Cycles

La vie d'artiste
Barrage

Time of the Wolf
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TOM MERCIER

FEATURES FILMS

The animal kingdom
The incident report
The Beast in the jungle
My night

Synonyms

SHORT

The star

TELEVISION

The rope
We are who we are
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The Beast in the jungle

Le bonheur est pour demain

Love is better than life
Adoration

La vertu des imponderables

My guy

The happy prince
Everyone's life

Le renard jaune

You and the night
Aux yeux des vivants

Starlight

Livid

Bye bye blondie
Our paradise
Domaine
Jimmy Riviére
God'’s office
Inside

Crime insiders
Dans tes réves
Tete d'or

................................................................................................

BEATRICE DALLE

Process

Clean

The intruder

Time of the wolf

17 times Cecile Cassard
Trouble everyday
H-story

Toni

The blackout

To the limit

Desire

Clubbed to death

| can’t sleep

6 days, 6 nights

The gril in the air
Night on earth

The beautiful story
A woman’s revenge
Chimeres

Dark woods

The witches' sabbath

On a volé Charlie Spencer

Betty blue
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PATRIC CHIHA

i Ej)atric Chiha is an Austrian filmmaker of Hungarian and Lebanese origin, born in Vienna (Austria)
in 1975. He moved to Paris at the age of 18 to study fashion design. He then studied film editing
at INSAS Film School in Brussels. His short films and documentaries (Home and Les Messieurs) have

been selected in a variety of film festivals. In 2009 he directed his first feature film, Domaine, starring

Béatrice Dalle, which premiered at the Mostra di Venezia. Followed by Boys like us (2014), and the
documentaries Brothers of the night (2016) and If it were love (2019), which both premiered at the
Berlinale. The Beast in the jungle (2023) is his fifth feature film.

2023
2019
2016
2014
2009
2007
2006
2005
2004

The Beast in the jungle, Fiction, 103 min

If it were love, Documentary, 82 min

Brothers of the night, Documentary, 88 min
Boys like us, Fiction, 90 min

Domaine, Fiction, 110 min

Where is the head of the prison ?, Fiction, 18 min
Home, Fiction, 50 min

Les Messieurs, Documentary, 52 min

Casa Ugalde, Fiction, 20 min
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